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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . K This communication is responsive to applicant's amendment received on 1 1.10.04 . 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are IS. 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 03 July 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d)or (f). 
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1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Allowance of Application # 09/897,499 

1. The following communication is in response to applicants Amendment, received 10- 
November-2004. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter. The instant application is directed to a non-obvious improvement over the 
inventions described in the related prior art, the improvement comprising a simulator or 
simulation system that includes a characteristics data base inclusive of "current-prearcing time 
characteristics" and "current-smoke time characteristics" with the "judging unit forjudging 
whether each protecting part on the test object circuit is fused and whether each wiring of the 
assigned path smokes based upon the short-circuit value calculated." Though the prior art 
teaches simulation of electric or electrical wiring systems to include short circuit, over-current, 
over-voltage and fused connections and wiring, the specific teachings of a characteristics data 
base with the current-prearcing time characteristics and current-smoke time characteristics with 
calculations of current and short-circuit current with a judging unit that performs the recited 
operations inclusive of the power supply and paths within the context of the claims was not 
uncovered. This patentable distinction is included in each of the independent claims, nos. 1 f 3 
and 5. The art of record, either individually or in combination, fails to teach, suggest, or render 
obvious the useful, concrete and tangible simulation system including a characteristics data 
base of current-prearcing time characteristics and current-smoke time characteristics with the 
"judging unit> having the corresponding structure which is disclosed in the specification and 
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equivalents thereof at least at page 6, line 12 through page 11, line 14, and Figures 1-16. In 
view of the foregoing, the claims of the present application are found to be patentable over the 
prior art. 

Response Guidelines 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
Issue Fee. Such submissions should clearly be labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance". 

4. Any response to the Examiner in regard to this allowance should be 

directed to: William Thomson, telephone number (571 ) 272-371 8, Tuesday-Friday 
from 0830 to 1530 ET, or the examiner's supervisor, Kevin Teska, 
telephone number (571) 272-3716. 

mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window, Randolph Building, 401 
Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA, 22314. 
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